JohnO'Gaunt

SCHOOL

Key dates and upcoming events

Mon 5 October — Reading Evening (Year 7 Parents)
Thur 8 October — students finish early at 12.45pm (See Comm’s)

Thur 8 October — Open Evening (4.30 — 7.00pm)
Fri 9 October — students start late at 9.45am (Se

e Comm’s)

Mon 12 / Tue 13 October — Open Morning tours
Tue 13 — Tue 20 October — Scholastic Book Fair
Thur 15 October — Post 16 evening

Attendance:
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.+ KEPT HOME
@ BUT SUDDENLY

PERK UP?

Bring them in for their

next lesson so they
don't miss out,

A LITTLE
UNDER THE
WEATHER?

Bring them in,
We'll keep an eye on
them and call you if

ncedc}___‘
ON TIME, SLEEP SETS
EVERY TIME THEM UP
TO SUCCEED

Arriving on time
means a calm start,
a settled child and
no missed learning.
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Young adults need
8 hours minimum
sleep but would

be better getting 10.
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West Berks Foodbank Harvest Appeal
As part of a JOG house

TOGETHER, WE CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

— BE HERE, LEARN, ACHIEVE! =
Ambition | Q Care @ Courage

APPOINTMENTS?
B2

Book all non-urgent
medical appointmants
and dental appointments
outside of school time,

ATTEND TODAY,
ACHIEVE
TOMORROW

Good attendance
results in higher
academic achievements
and builds social skills

T

competition, we are supporting
the West Berks Foodbank
Harvest Appeal. Click the logo
for details of items that can be

U’ VFV;S:JBderﬁank

Together with Trussell

brought into school to make up
our donations for the appeal.

The deadline for donations is Friday 16 October. Thank you.

Email

Tel: 01488 682400 [
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News and updates:

Reading at JOG in the ‘Year of Reading’

We have a real focus on the importance of regular reading to
support fluency, vocabulary, comprehension and wellbeing.
Parental Reading Support Evenings have been well attended
and there is a real sense of a team effort to get our school
community seeing the benefits and importance of reading.
Thanks to ALL parents and students who are fully invested in
this —there is a real buzz about it.

In direct response to parental requests at these meetings,
English have now launched the new JOG Reading Log
approach where students can read for 20 minutes per day
(out loud TO a parent if on a red or amber reading report),
get it signed by a parent and receive CC points by giving it in
to their English teacher! This should give parents the leverage
to ensure their child is reading; and beyond anything else we
are hoping it also gives you a real impetus to spend some
quality time with your son or daughter.

Key dates: Monday 5" October is Year 7 Parents ‘Reading
Support Evening’ (please see the LINK to attend here: Year 7
Reading Support Evening - JOG 2026-27 — Fill in form
Students should NOT attend if possible.

National Poetry Day 2026

This year’s theme is ‘Wonder’ and yesterday we hosted
events in the Library at lunchtime as well as throughout the
day in English and through other subjects.

First place in Hungerford in Bloom:

We were delighted to receive first prize for the second year
running, recognising the fantastic work of our Garden & Grow
students.
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1ST PLACE SCHOOLS
JouN O’ GAUNT

In recognition of the hard work of the students and the excellent selection of produce
and the outstanding bug hotel, all of which demonstrated a strong commitment to
wildlife and sustainable growing

P —

Hungerford
Town Couacl

Huagerford in Bloom

Date: 26th September 2026
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News and updates:

Scholastic Book Fair is coming to John O'Gaunt 13/10/26 - 20/10/26.
The range this Autumn will include great new titles such as: Hunger
Games Trilogy, The House In The Woods, Marcus Rashford World of
Football, Light Up My Life, The Escape Room, Thornbird, Heartstopper
Vol 6, The Summer | Turned Pretty .... PLUS many more new and
popular titles. More details to follow.

Student Leadership Opportunities

We are currently looking for:

e Support at Open Evening — KS3 supporting subjects; KS4 Tour
Guides. Students will need to support from 4pm to 7pm.

e Peer Mentors for Year 7 Readers (Year 9 and 10) — Launching
Term 2. Students will be fully trained by Mrs Morgan.

e TG and House Representatives to sit our on our Student
Leadership Group. This process will happen via tutor time.

Please do encourage your child to be ambitious and courageous by

putting themselves forward for these roles.

Free School Meals:

Safeguarding and Wellbeing:
Your child’s safety is our priority. If you have concerns, please
contact our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Smith.

Many teenagers experience periods of stress, worry or low
mood. Encouraging regular routines, open conversations and
time away from screens can support positive wellbeing. If
you are concerned about your child's emotional health,
please seek advice early. Further support and guidance for
parents can be found at YoungMinds.

Digital devices can significantly impact sleep and wellbeing.
Student voice in school shows that poor sleep and disrupted
morning routines are key barriers to attendance and
readiness to learn. Support your child by limiting screen time
before bed, keeping devices out of bedrooms overnight, and
establishing consistent bedtime and morning routines. A
calm wind-down period each evening can also improve sleep
quality. These small changes can have a positive impact on
your child’s wellbeing, attendance, and success in school.

If you haven’t yet applied or reapplied for 2026/27 please do so HERE. From September 2026, free school meals in England have
expanded so that all children in households receiving Universal Credit qualify, regardless of household earnings. Below is an explanation

of what is covered by the Free School Meals daily allowance.

Free School Meals - How the Daily Allowance Works

We want to make sure that every eligible student can access ther free school meal at lunchtime

This flowchart explaing how the £2.60 daily allowance will be used

Daily Free School Meal (FSM) allowance

£2.60 per day
This allowance s provided to enable eligible

students 1o have a free school meal each day

The £2.60 daily FSM

allowance can be used
towards lunch.

This ensures that every eligible student
has a meal at lunchtime.,
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Purchases made at breaktime,
including snacks and drinks,
will need to be paid for from
funds added to your child's
catering account.

You may also choose 1o provide
your child with 8 snack and drink
for breaktime.

Any additional items purchased

at enchtime (above the £2.60 allowance)
will 350 neod to be paid for from
addtional funds on the catering account

Please keep your catering account topped up
We are currently seeing an increasing number of catering accounts

going nto debt. The school has to cover these costs, which are not
budgeted for and place extra pressure on school funds,

v

Thank you for your support
' We approciate your understanding and cooperation, i you have any questions

or would like to dscuss your child's catering arrangements, please contact the school

- CARE - COURAGE
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