
SEND Information Evening For 

Parents/ Carers

Thursday 12th September 2024



SEND Team
• Mrs Rebecca Quigley- Assistant Vice Principal (SENCO and Inclusion)

• Miss Mandy Burrow- Lead TA 

• Mrs Kelly Lawson- TA & Fresh Start Reader Leader 

• Miss Jennie Drew- TA 

• Mrs Rachel Patterson- TA

• Mrs Zuzana Barnett- TA

• Mrs Joelene Wheeler- TA

• Mrs Suzie Croft- TA

• Mrs Jemma Burford Yeo- TA

• Miss Hayley Murray- TA

• Miss Rebecca Ford- TA 

This year, teaching assistants have 
been assigned a year group and key 

students to support when they are in 
the classroom.

 
This is to achieve more consistency 

and build stronger relationships. 



SEND Context

Nationally: 

• 12.9% of students in secondary schools have SEN needs

• 2.7% of students have an EHCP

At John O’Gaunt:

• 30.2% of our students have SEN needs

• 5% of our students have an EHCP



JOG Vision for SEND 

• Students with SEN are fully included in lessons, access the curriculum 
and engage in wider school life. 

• Students without SEN are SEN allies. 

• Golden thread of SEN:







Reasonable Adjustments & Inclusion 



SEN Toolkits 



Student Passports

• This will be sent to/ discussed 
with you three times a year. 

• If you have any comments or 
suggestions, please let the 
SENCO know via email. 



Assistive Technology

Some students need assistive technology to support them in lessons. If 
required, students may be loaned a laptop, headset or iPad. 
This year we will focusing on normalising assistive technology for students 
with SEN and increasing their confidence with how to use it. 

Staff training this year included: 
• Dictate (speech to text)
• Read aloud (text to speech)
• Reader pens (text to speech)
• Seeing AI
• SmartArt



Traffic Light Cards
• Issued only by the SENCO to certain students 

with SEN that need this additional support.

• Green= everything is good within the lesson.

• Amber= the student is beginning to struggle 
(academically/emotionally/ sensorially). They 
may support themselves at this point using 
taught strategies or need additional input from 
a teacher/ TA. Teachers check-in on a student 
used their amber card.

• Red= the student is/ is going into crisis. They 
need to leave the classroom and go to Study 
and Support. The student will show an adult 
their cards (or tell the adult) then leave.  



SEND Interventions/ Provisions

Area of Need Provision/ Intervention When does it run?

Cognition and Learning Fresh Start (reading) Tutor and period 1

Cognition and Learning Precision Teaching (spelling) Tutor

Communication and 
Interaction

Autism Champions (social 
skills)

Tutor

SEMH ELSA PSHE lessons

SEMH Greatwood Developing 
Confidence

10-week off site AP
Autumn Term (Thursdays 10-12pm)

All Garden & Grow Core P.E. lessons and PSHE lessons

All Touch typing practice & 
check-ins

Tutor



Fresh Start Phonics Intervention
• A rapid learn to read programme.

• Supporting students in becoming fluent readers and empowering them to 
fully access the school curriculum.

Compulsory intervention 
based on student data.



Precision Teaching
• A spelling intervention.

• Interactive, short sessions 1:1 to teaching spelling rules and teach commonly 
used vocabulary. 

Compulsory intervention 
based on student data.



Autism Champions- new for 2024-2025

• A social skills provision for students with autism (or on the autism pathway). 

• Helping autistic students to be themselves but to engage in society 
successfully. 

• Team building games/ activities- lots of discussion.

Letters have been sent to 
all parents/carers of 

children with ASC/ on 
pathway. 



ELSA
• Emotional Literacy Support Assistants

• 1:1 intervention for 6 weeks



Greatwood Developing Confidence
• Off-site intervention, 2 hours per week for 10 weeks

Letters will be sent to 
parents/carers of 

children who are invited 
to attend this 

intervention during the 
Autumn Term. 



Garden & Grow - new for 2024-2025

• Engaging with nature to combat anxiety, promote sensory integration and 
develop social skills. 

• Building self-esteem and developing teamwork skills. 

• Working towards a portfolio of AQA Unit Awards.

• Only for students with an EHCP. 

Letters have been sent to 
all parents/carers of 

children with an EHCP.



Time to Talk & MHST referrals
• Alongside the Welfare Team, we make referrals to Time to Talk and the West 

Berkshire Mental Health Support Team. 

• Get in touch if this is something you’d like to discuss. 





Contacting the SEN Team
• If you would like to share information with us, talk on the phone or arrange a 

face-to-face meeting this is best done/ organised via email.

• If you need to speak to someone urgently, please call the JOG office team.

• As per our communications policy we will get back to you as soon as we can 
and within 48 hours. 

rquigley@johnogaunt.excalibur.org.uk and 
aburrow@johnogaunt.excalibur.org.uk

• Please remember that your child’s tutor, teacher and head of house are also 
experienced teachers of students with SEN. They should often be your first 
point of contact. 

mailto:rquigley@johnogaunt.excalibur.org.uk
mailto:aburrow@johnogaunt.excalibur.org.uk


SEND Information Evening

Comment Card

Student name:

Parent name: 

Contact details (phone or email):

Comment/ question: 

Someone will be in touch soon.



Study and Support Tour
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